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My aim, however, in publishing this letter is that it may inspire
sincere non-co-operators to remain firm on the path of non-violence
and to dissuade those among them who are misguided from taking
to the path of violence. I believe that our non-violence is sure to
produce on others the effect which it has had on these English-
women1.

But, then, hatred must be eliminated from our struggle. This
has its source in love, not hatred or anger. We wish to turn
even enemies into friends. I am sure that if we work without
hatred, even stony hearts will be melted by our capacity to suffer.
The cause of the delay lies in our own deficiencies. If we continue
to suffer with a calm mind, we shall gain complete victory in a
very short time.

But we did wrong things in Madras, as also in Bombay. Our
minds are not free from anger. Even now our non-violence is not
that of the strong, it is only a sign of our weakness. If we re*
cognize our numerical strength, we shall 'become watchful. As
Maulana Mahomed All says, thirty crores need not fear one lakh,
If they do, the fault must be theirs. When they have shed fear,
they will have swaraj in their hands. Moreover, if thirty crores
seek to gain their object by threatening a lakh, there will be no
greater sinners than they. We can, therefore, show even our
manliness only by suffering.

Even if only a handful of us Indians have awakened and the
rest are slumbering, we should not have recourse to violence. In
that case, we should know that our task is to awaken the slumber-
ing.

Thus, from whatever point of view we consider our position, we
shall see that we have to work in a spirit of non-violence and love.
As things are, however, on the one hand we wish to go to jail
and, on the other, seek to intimidate courts by our shouting. I
still receive complaints that at some places, when a non-co-operator's
case is being heard, people fill the court-room to capacity. No
wonder, then, if courts change their venue and sit in jail.
[From Gujarati]

Jiaoajivan> 29-1-1922

* The correspondent and another Englishwoman whom she had mentioned
in her letter aad who had written earlier in the same strain. Her letter was
published in Tctong In&a of 12-1-1922.